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Tuesday, May 13, 2025, 9:00 a.m.
AGENDA
Call to order by Chairman; invocation by Denise York
Public Comments:
Approve Agenda
Old Business

1. Minutes: April 22, 2025

2. Miscellaneous:

New Business:

a. Affi 2024-14
b. Homestead Exemption:
i. 2025 Approval Listing ---
ii. 2025 Denial Listing —
iii. 2025 Veteran Homestead Listing ---
iv. Miscellaneous —
c. Conservation Use Valuation Assessment:
i. 2024 Releases —
ii. 2025 Recommended Approvals —
iii. 2025 Under 10 acres —
iv. 2025 Family Farms/LLC — NONE
v. 2025 Eligibility Concerns — NONE
vi. Miscellaneous —
d. Status Update from Chief Appraiser

e. Miscellaneous:



Habersham County Board of Assessors

Agenda—Page 2

Next meeting: May 27, 2025
Upcoming Holidays .... Memorial Day May 26, 2025



HABERSHAM COUNTY
/>/\ Board of Tax Assessors

130 Jacob’s Way Suite 201, Clarkesville, GA
HABERSHAM COUNTY 30523

GEORGIA | Est. 1818

Tuesday, May 13, 2025 9:00 A.M.

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Habersham County Board of Assessors
was held on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room on
the 3rd floor located at 130 Jacob’s Way, Clarkesville, in Habersham County,
Georgia.

Present: Bill Terry, Chairman; Jimmy Dean, Vice-Chairman; John King, Member;
Sonya Turgeon, Member; Denise York, Member; Amy Garmon, Secretary.

Absent: Joan Church, Chief Appraiser

Bill Terry, Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
Denise York delivered the invocation.

McCormick Update

Terry & Kelly McCormick appeared before the Board to provide an update. Terry
provided an update and he indicated it will be a push to get it done. Rural land
should have new schedules as of Friday, May 16", Some of the rural land did
not come through the correct way with the conversion. Kelly indicated
Commercial properties will probably go up more than residential properties.
Terry indicated Urban Land already has the base rate set for most records.
John King asked about Personal Property and if we have ever had instances
where the Personal Property becomes Real Property. Kelly said that does not
usually happen. John King wants to see data on QPublic but Kelly explained it
is not live values and won’t be until the BOA approves the final numbers. John
King would like to have a Work Session when everything is complete & have the



McCormicks come in and let the BOA ask questions to be more aware of how
values were arrived at. This work session would need to be sometime in June.
Jimmy Dean indicated he has had at least 3 people contact him concerning the
buildings at the industrial park. These questions have been asked about
buildings that are basically the same, but they have different values. All the
assessments are different because Jimmy Dean visited and verified
information. Some of the buildings are $12 per square foot and some are $60
per square foot. Kelly McCormick explained he has seen some issues with that
area. Depreciation is some of the issue as well as uniformity. Kelly is working
to fix these areas.

Approval of Agenda:

Motion made by John King to approve the May 13, 2025 agenda; seconded by
Jimmy Dean; voted unanimously to approve motion.

Old Business:
Board Minutes: April 22, 2025

Motion made by John King to forego the reading and approve the minutes of
April 22, 2025; seconded by Jimmy Dean; voted unanimously to approve
motion.

New Business:
Affidavit 2024-14

Motion by John King to approve the 2024 14 Affidavit; seconded by Jlimmy Dean;
voted unanimously to approve motion,

Homestead Exemption:

The attached listing of applicants for various homestead exemptions was
submitted for review and approval by the Board for Tax Year 2025. Motion
made by John King to approve the listing of homestead exemption applications
for Tax Year 2025; seconded by Jimmy Dean; voted unanimously to approve
motion.




The attached listing of applicants for various homestead exemptions was
submitted for review and denial by the Board for Tax Year 2025, Motion made
by Denise York to approve the denial listing of homestead exemption
applications for Tax Year 2025; seconded by John King; voted unanimously to
approve motion.

The attached listing of applications for Veteran Homestead exemptions was
submitted for review and approval by the Board for Tax Year 2025. Motion
made by John King to approve the listing of Veteran homestead exemption
applications for Tax Year 2025; seconded by Sonya Turgeon; voted
unanimously to approve motion.

Conservation Use:

The Board reviewed the attached listing of applications for release for
Conservation Use Valuation Assessment covenants expiring December 31,
2024 or breached, with and without penalties, for Tax Year 2025. Motion made
by John King to approve the releases for all covenants listed for Tax Year 2025;
seconded by Denise York; voted unanimously to approve motion.

The Board reviewed the attached listing of applications for Conservation Use
Valuation Assessment, over 10 acres, for Tax Year 2025. Motion made by John
King to approve all new applications for CUVA for Tax Year 2025 for properties
over 10 acres with recommended approval by appraisal staff; seconded by
Saonya Turgeon; voted unanimously to approve motion.

The Board reviewed the attached listing of applications for Conservation Use
Valuation Assessment, under 10 acres, for Tax Year 2025, Motion made by
Sonya Turgeon to approve CUVA applications for Shawn Blackburn 051-007A
& 053-036; John Gary Church 073-024B; Johnathan Lathan 027-203B for Tax
Year 2025 for properties under 10 acres; seconded by John King; voted
unanimously to approve motion. Motion made by Sonya Turgeon to deny the
remaining CUVA applications for under 10 acres for Tax Year 2025; seconded
by Jimmy Dean; voted unanimously to approve motion.




Status Update from Chief Appraiser
Ms. Church was out of the office and no update was given,

Miscelianeous:

Ms, Garmon informed the Board of a decision that needed to be made
regarding the May 27 meeting. There will be a few members absent from the
meeting and Ms. Garmon will be out of town for training next week so getting
an agenda out will be difficult. Motion made by Denise York to cancel the May
27" meeting; seconded by John King; voted unanimously to approve motion.

Chairman Terry also brought up to the Board Legal Counsel Services. The
Board discussed that Donnie Hunt submitted a proposal. Chairman Terry
asked if the Board wanted to obtain other offers. After discussion, it was
agreed for Ms. Garmon to reach out to Tim Sims, County Manager to see if the
BOA has to obtain additional offers or bids for this. Ms. Garmon will let the
BOA know in an email as soon as she gets an answer from Mr. Sims.

Chairman Terry also informed the Board that McCormick sent a proposal to bid
on doing Field Work for our office. Jimmy Dean wants us to be more proactive
on McCormick, appeals, etc. Sonya Turgeon asked what the Field Appraisers
we currently have would be doing if we contract with a company.

A discussion was held regarding employees time and whether we had time
clocks. Ms, Garmon explained that the county has mentioned time clocks but
at this time our department does not have them.




Adjournment

Motion made by John King to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Denise York;
voted unanimously to approve motion. The meeting was adjourned at 11:28
a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

. —

Bill Terry, Chairman

Attest:
Secretary to he Board of

Assessors/Deputy Chlef Appraiser



2025 Habersham County Revaluation update
May 1, 2025
Problems
As 0f 05/01/2025 the conversion is still not complete.

Historical photos and documents are still incomplete

Something new that has come to our attention, digest classes have been changed in a few
instances, such as the land digest class was commercial last year on the land and now its
residential. Kelly seems to think if we can get a list from Bi Tech he can correct that. Noreason in
the conversion for digest classes to be randomly changes.

Accomplishments

The following are doing data entry, Erica Varges, Elaine Garrett, Amber Gilbert, Abby Moore, Lori
McCormick, Katie McCormick Gail Bunn and Teresa Mulkey

All the field reviews are currently in the hands of data entry people, it's a matter of catching up!

The appraisers are working in the county, Terry is finished in the city of Clarkesville, doing reviews
data entryis in progress and setting Clarkesville and Cornellia land values and Kelly is working on
commercial properties.

Residential improvement schedules have been set.
We have set many urban land base rates and that is what Terry McCormick is working with

We continue to move forward despite many obstacles!
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